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I. SPECIAL TOPICS. 





le Disarmament. 


On Vay 18th there will take place at Geneva the first session 
of the Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament Conference, being, 
to give it its full sub+title, a Commission to prepare for a 
Conference on the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments. 

A General Disarmament Conference was provided for in Article 17 
of the Geneva Protocol adopted by the Assembly in September, 1924, 
and when a year later it became clear that the Protocol itself must 
be te:nmorarily shelved, the Sixth Assembly resolved unanimously 
(Sentember 25th, 1925) that the preparations for the Conference should 
go forward. Accorfingly a Comittee of the Council, upon which Lord 
Cecil represented Great Brttain and MN. Paul Boncour France, was 
charged with the duty of drawing up the draft constitution ofa 
Comnission which in its turn should prepare the ground for a general 
disarmament conference. ' 

This draft constitution was adopted by the Ceunedl of the League 
at its December session and it was decided that the Commission should 
consist of the following: 

l. Representatives of States Members of the Councii. 

2. Representatives of gertain countries which, 

reason of their geographical position , occupy a special 
position as regards the problem of disarmament, and are 
not otherwise represented on the Council. 

To fill this category Bulgaria, Finland, the Netherlands, Poland 


: Rumania and the Serb-Croat-Slovene State were invited, and agreed, to 


send delegates. In addition to these, invitations were issued to 
Germany, the United States and Russia. Germany, mindful of the fact 
that the signatories of the Locarno Pact "undertake to give their 
sincere co-operation to the work relating to disarmament already 
undertaken by the League of Nations" accented at once, as did the 
United States Government, voting 950,000 to cover its share of the 
expenses. 

But the question of Russian participation produced a weary course 
of abortive negotiations between Swiss and Soviet Governments, the 
latter of which took occasion to re-open the whole question of the 
assassination of HM. Vorovsky at the Lausanne Conference, and despite 
the fact that tne Swiss Federal Council declared that Soviet delegates 
would be accorded the sauze prot@ction as those of any other State, 
the “ioscow Government asserted that, short of a Swiss apology, it 
would not attend the session of the Comuission if held on Swiss soil. 
As the Council of the Lea.ue saw no valid reason for holding the 
— elsewhere, no Soviet representative will be present on May 

The abstention of Russia not only caused the postponement of the 
first meeting of the Comzission from July 17th, as was originally 
intended, to May 18th (on account of the Swiss-Soviet negotiations) 
but may have a very serious effect upon the value of the discussions 
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of that body. For while Russia is not participating, no border State 
can seriously consider the question of disarmament. 
Those States not represented on the Commission may present memor- 
anda to it and may even send delegates to support the matter contained 
therein, and the Commission has the right to call in the assistance of 
any State which may have particular interest in any special question. 
To assist it in technical matters, the Commission has at its 
disposal the Permanent Advisory Comnission on Military, Naval and Air 
Questions, and also a specially constituted Joint Comuittee consisting 
of: 
ls Two members each of thé Economic, Financial and Transit 
Organizations. 

2. Two members of the Employers’ Group of the International 
Labour Office. 

3. Two menbers of the Workers' Group of the International 
Labour Office. 

At its first session the Commission will be faced with a seven- 
noint questionnaire adopted by the Council, also at the December 
session. This questionnaire will form the basis of the deliberations 
of the first and subsequent discussions of the Commission, and upon 
their answers will be built up the agenda of the General Disarmament 
Conference of which the Commission is the precursor. The questions 
are summarised as follows: 

1.-What does the term "armaments" mean, and what are the factors 
that determine a country's power in time of war? 

2. Can the ultimate war-strength of a country be limited, or 
only its peace-strength? 

3. By what standards, for example numbers, length of service, 
equipment, expenditure, can one country's armaments be 
measured against another's? 

4. Is there a real distinction between offensive and defensive 
armaments? 

5. On what principle can a scale of armaments reasonably 
permissable for each country be drawn up, taking into account 
such factors as population, resources, situation, and the 
degree of security a country could count on in the League 
Covenant, particularly Article 16, or separate agreements 
entered into with other States? 

6. Can a distinction be drawn between civil and military aircraft, 
and how far do commercial fleets add to naval strength? 

7. How far can regional security make regional disarmament 
practicable, or is disarmament impossible unless general? 

In view of the fact that such great public interest is centred 

unon this forthcoming meeting, the three following books are recommend 
ed as calculated to form a well-founded opinion on this all-important 


subject: 
le. "The Problem of Armaments" by A.G. Enoch, Macmillan, 1923. 





An economic and statistical examination of the question. 
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2. "Disarmament" by Professor P.J. Noel Baker. Hogarth Press, 
1926. (See'review on page 16) A comprehensive and 
practical survey of the work to be done. 

3. “Information on the “eduction of Armaments” by J.W. Wheeler- 

ennett Jr. Allen & Unwin, 1925. documentary refrerence 
book of general information. 





Lge) ’ . 
2. +he German-Soviet Agreement. 


+t was reported in the "Times" of April 14th that negotiations 
were being conducted between the German and soviet Governments with 
the object of bringing the terns of the treaty of “apallo, concluted 
between the two Governaents in 1922, into line with the terms of tie 


Treaty of “ocarno of last October. The "Times" correspondent staiecd 


- 


% 


that the treaty might, with regard to the treaties recently concluded 
with the powers of Western and Central Europe, be described as a 
"reinsurance treaty". 4+ was further reported that the Governments 
of Great Britain, “rance and Italy had been informed of the negotia- 
tions. 
This announcement of the "Times" was at first vehemently denied 
by the German Press, though both the "Tageblatt" and the "Tagiiche 
Rundschau" stated that negotiations had been carried on for a consid- 
erable period between Germany and Russia with the object of defining 
the effect of the policy of “ocarno and security on German-Soviet 
relations. The essence of public opinion in Germany on this point 

was expressed in "Germania" in which it is stated that Germany desired 
to be on friendly and peaceful terms with her great eastern neighbour 
no matter what might be thought of its inner political and commercial 
system or of the prospects of the present régime. 

The German reply to the invitation received from the +eague of 
Nations to annoint a representative on the Commission which is to 
study the problems relating to the composition of the League Ccuncil 
was published on April 15th. The German Government, while accepting, 
reserved its right when the time came to decide whether the state of 
affairs justified Germany's entry into the League at all. The 
Socialist paper "Vowarts" saw in this note an attempt to allay any 
misgiving aroused in Western canitals by the revelation of Yermany's 
bargaining with the East. 

The attitude of the Verman Government is that the treaty is comp 
lementary and not in any way at variance with the Pact of socarno. a 
point which was emphasised by Herr Stresemann in a speech made cit 
Stuttgart on April 18th. The text of the treaty has not yet been 
published and it is understood that the delay has been occasianed by 
the discussion on a neutrality clause involving the extent to which 
a German neutrality undertaking towards Russia could be carried out 
without affecting the relations of Germany towards a third State - 
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for example Poland - governed by the Locarno Treaty. 

According to the "Times" of April 19th, Sir Austen Chamberlain 
nas let it be known in Berlin that the view taken at the soreign 
Office of the pnronosed treaty is not unfavourable. 

Some apprehension has been expressed in Prague and Warsaw in 
regard to the exact bearing of the new German-Soviet treaty, and i. 
Benesh, acting in accord with Count Skrzynski, has drawn the attention 
of the ‘British, French and Italian Governments to the necessity of 
discussing the effect of the new treaty on the question of Germ.ny's 
entry into the League next September. 

The Berlin press of April 2lst further reports that ile Benesh has 
addressed to the Locarno Powers a five-point questionnaire, to the 
following effect: 

1. +8 the Geran Ministry obliged, as the result of the Gernian- 
Soviet Treaty, to inform iioscow of all its various confident- 
ial negotiations with the Powers and the “eague in so far as 
they affect the interests of the Soviet and Germany? 

2.- If, in the case of a war in which Soviet Russia is involved, 
the Soviet is not the agsressor, will Germany or the League 
decide who is the aggressor? 

3. If the League decrees the boycott of Soviet Russia, wnat will 
be the attitude of Germany as a rember of the +eague? 

4. 1g the clause relating to the neutrality of Germany based upon 
Article 16 of the Covenant of the League, or on the modifica - 
tion of this article consented to by tne Allies in Locarno, 
oe Germany of certain obligations? 

5. If the neutrality of Germany is determined by this supplement~ 
ary declaration, what authority is to decide upon its inter- 
pretation? 

This has been followed in the press by inspired criticism. It 

is pointed out that whoever drafted the questions had more than a 
superficial knowledge of the treaty, and the fourth point, that dealing 
with neutrlaity, has been accorded special attention. 


3. The lforoccan Peace Negotiations. 


The opening of the Conference arrmged to take place at Udja 
between representatives of the French and Spanish Governments and 
Abd-el-Krim has been delayed several days owing to the severo armistice 
conditions on which the french qnd Spanish insist. Theso include 
(1) the undertaking that Abd-el-Krim shall go into exile (a subject 
Ps herto considered a matter for discussion at the Conference itself) 

An unopposed fiveemile advance by the French into Rifi territory 
al 20-mile front to positions now occupied by the Rifi forces, 
and (3) the immediate release of prisoners. To these and other 


conditions the Rifi representatives found it impossible to agree with- 
out referring to Abd-el-Krim, and at the time of writing the outcome 
remains uncertain. On April 21st the position was that the discussion 
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of Abd-el-Krim's counter-proposals had led to no solution. If, as 
is expected, an agreement is reached as to armistice terms, the 
official pourperlers will open immediately in Ujda. The chief 
“rench delegate is General Simon and the Spanish Senor Lopez Olivan, 
Director of Moroccan Affairs in the Spanish Prime liinister's Depart:.s. 
ment. It is noticeable that Abd-el-Krim's representatives are all 
men of his own tribe, the Beni Urriaghel, of whom two are relations 
of his. Trey are Si Mohammed Azerkane, “iiinister for Foreign Affairs’ 
of the Rif and brother-in-law of Abd-el-Krim, Si Mohammed Hitmi, 
his cousin, and Sidi Chedi. This fact will not reassure those who 
maintain that Abd-el-Krim does not stand for the whole of the Rifi. 
Exactly what terms were accepted by Abd-el-Krim as a basis for 
negotiation is not known, but those outlined in the “iianchester Guard- 
ian" of April 13th may be taken as substantially correct (though 
it will be noticed that some of these have now been translated into 
armistice conditions). These are: 
1. The formal submission of all the Rifi and Jeballa tribes 
to the Sultan and consequent elimination of all idea of 
a Rifi State. 
2. In return, the granting of a certain amount of tribal auton- 
omy and economic privileges. 
3. Apart from a force of native militia under strict supervision 
there must be drastic disarmament. Le 
4. The tribes may choose their own chiefs, suodject to approval. 
5. Abd-el-Krim to be offered “an honourable compensatinn" to go 
into exile. 
6. A commlete amnesty to be arranged. 
7. Exchange of prisoners. 
Between these terms and the ambitions of Abd-el-Krim there is a 
wide gulf fixed. The conditions are such as mignt be imposed were 
Abd-el-Krim already defeated in the field, and unless he has undergone | 
a change of heart, there is little likelihood of his accepting, as 
they stand, the terms given above. On the other hand, the French and 
Spanish headquarters have made all preparations for launching an 
offensive against him should the U.jd& negotiations break down, and he 
is no aoubt aware that he is not in a position to stand a united attack 
from forces vastly superior to his own in numbers and equipment. To 
what extent the Franco-Spanish terms, as outlined, will be insisted 
unon and whether the Rifi will prefer to risk complete defeat in the 
field to accepting terms which they regard as humiliating, are matters 
for conjecture which the negotiations at Ujda will presently resolve. 
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II. NOTES & NEWS. 





America and the World Court. 
It will be remembered that at the March session of the Council 


of the League of Nations it was decided +o call a conference of all 
States signatory to the Protocol of the Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice to consider the reservations made by the United 
States Government in adhering to the Court. The Conferenco was to 
meet at Geneva in Septe-xber during the session of the Assembly and the 
United States were invited to send a representative to explain the 


reservations. 
On April 19th, the United States Government, through its legation 


at Berne, formally acquainted the Secretary- General of the Leaguc vith 
the fact that no American representative would attend the Confercuiice. 
It was stated as a reason for refusal that the reservations wer? 1 hem- 
selves quite plain and straightforward, and that the United States 
Government saw no cause to deviate from its declared course of ccmzun- 
icating directly and senarately with the 48 signatory States. Aus 
stated in Reservation IX, the adherence of the United States Government 
to the World Court will only take effect when all these States have 
signified their acceptance of the reservations. 

It is believed that the Conference will be held nevertheless, in 
svite of American abstention, in order to allow States members of the 
League to discuss the reservations amongst themselves. 





The Greek Presidency. 
Oa Sunday, Avril llth, the 23 electoral districts which were 


unable to record votes on the previous occasion (April 4th) unanimously 
elected Genernl Pangalos as President of Greece in succession ¢2 
Admiral Conduriotis, who resigned on March 18th. General Panzalos 
took the presidential oath on Sunday, April 19th, before represtata- 
tives of the neople. He announced a political amnesty for th%s3 
Captured and exiled in recent revolutionary movements and furrvier that 
a modified constitution would be issued at once. General Paugnlos 
intends to continue temporarily in his office of Prime Minister. 





Second Year of the I paves _ Plan. 
"ne revors of +06 Agons+-General for Reparatims Payments on the 
German payuents under tht Dawos Plan for the second annuity year up 
to Marc. 31386 ls now to want. and from it we learn that the total 
receipts for the second annuity year total 602,710,408.86 goiu works, 
while those for the month o* March amount to 86 460,965.34 BIL Marc 2a 
From this amount the Powers have recvived 83,030,878."7 @o.d tarks 
during March, 1926 and 574,834,755.84 gold marks as the cumulative 
total of vayments during the second annuity year to the end of March, 
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viz: March, 1926. gnd Annuity ais Total to March $5ist. | 

France ..-. 47,515,667 P ,052. ; 

British | 
Empire.. 17,573,608 124,143,478 | 

Italy «++. 8,096,049 57,794,616 

Belgium .. 10,179 , 789 66,077,765 2" 

Serb-Croat- 

Slovene State 3,516,468 19, 899,921 

Rumania ..- 700,950 4,822,946 

JANAN seses - 179 

Portugal .. 402, 844 5,496,852 

Greeces+ee. 247,503. 1,718,082 


Poland..... - 54,238. 

An interesting item is that during the second annuity year of 
the Dawes Plan Germany has paid to Belgium 2,100,516 gold marks towards 
the restoration of the Louvain Library, destroyed in 1914. 





The Economic Situation in France. 

The economic system in France is now beginning to feel the fatal 
:ffects of the enormous increase made in the currency during the last 
year, and though the Budget has at last been balanced, it is evident 
that presently the Government will again be faced with the task of 
finding fresh funds to meet the rising flood of expenditure. 

It was reported from Paris on April 13th that a fresh crop of - 
statistics relating to the cost of living had just been published. 
They show that the index figure for commercial prices had not risen 
appreciably for the month of March and has actually dropped a point or 
two for the wholesale trade. But the general figure for the cost of 
living, which is calculated for the Paris district by quarters, indi- 
cates how ranidy prices have risen since the beginning of the year. 
It will be remembered that 100 renresents the cost of living in 1914. ' 
For the third quarter of 1925 the corresponding figure was 401, for the | 
fourth quarter 421 and for the first quarter of the year 451. Acute 
dissatisfaction is felt among the officials of French Government serv- 
ices who are extremely poorly naid. The question of an increase in 
salaries involves a very considerable sum, and in view of the serious 
ness of the question the Cabinet on April 13th sanctioned a decree 
appointing two commissions to go into the question of wages. 


Polish Foreign Policy. 
Count Skrzynski, the Polish Prime Minister and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, arrived in Prague on April 13th. It was understood | : 


that the most important international question that would be discussed 
Was the attitudo to be adopted by Czechoslovakia and Poland with regard 
to the compesition of the Council of the League of Nations and to the 
League Committee on disarmament and economic problems. In addition, 
the negotiations for a revision of the Polish-Czechoslovak Commercial 
Treaty were discussed. 

It is interesting to note in the latter connection that the treaty 
of guarantee between Rumania and Poland was published in Bukharest on 
April 20th. It provides for the eventuality of foreign aggression 
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against the territorial integrity ofeith@ country. The Treaty will 
remain in force for five years. 


League of Nations Union Disarmament Demonstration. 

Readers of the Bulletin will vce interested to hear of the great 
demonstration organizad by the League of Nations Union which is ‘king 
place at the Queen's Hall on May 5th at 8 p.m. The subject will te 
"The Limitation of Armaments", and Viscount Cecil, Lord Grev ana ir. 
Clynes will be the sneakers. Professor Gilbert ijurray will ds in 
the Chair. It is desired, in view of the meeting of the League of 
Nations "reparatory Disarmament Comiission at Geneva on iiay 16th to 
make the most of tlie great opnortunity of demonstrating to th2 Govern- 
ment the tremendous force of nublic opinion which is hehind the cesix 
for the universal limitation of Armaments. Tickets are to be had 
at the offices of the Lea-sue of Nations Union, 15, Grosvenor Crescent, 
S.W. l. 





III. GENERAL INT'UREST. 





. BELGIUM. 
April 14th: The iiiners International Committee met in Brussels. 
Deleyvates from Germany, Czechoslovakia, Belgium and ¥rance were 
present. 
April 19th: At the close of a Socialist meeting held at La Louvitre 
to denouce Fascism, Signor Mussolini was burnt in effigy. 
April 2lst: M. Vandervelde, Minister for Foreign Affairs, instructed 








MN. Henri Rolin to convey to the Italian Ambassador the elgiean Govern- 


ment's regret for the incident at La Louvitre. The Italian Ambass-~ 
ador in Brussels has been summoned to Rome. 





CHINA. 
April 9th: The forces defending Peking are reported to be ready to 
zo over to Wu Pei-fu, leader of the Yangtsze armies. There is a 


lull in the fighting. 

April 10th: A military coup wes carriec cut in Fexing. The Chief 
Executive, Tuan Chi-jui, was deporec by the Kuoniuchun (National 
Army) leaders and Wu Pei-fu has been asked to come to Feking to take 
control. 

April llth: Pighting took place 15 miles to the east and south of 
Peking and bombs were dropped from aeroplanes on a railway station at 
the capital. 

April 13th: Large bodies of troops under one of Wu Pei-fu's generals 











reached the outskirts of Peking. 

The preliminary conversations for the settlement of tne Hong- 
kong-Canton boycott were adjourned sine cie. The discussions were 
of a friendly nature, and are to be resumed before any formal confer- 
ence meetse 
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CHINA. 
April 14th: Peking is cut off by road and rail from the @a. 


Artillery actions are proceeding to the south. 

April 15th: The Fuomincnun de:enders of Peking are in retreat and the 
city is reported to be under the charge of a Committee of Public 
Safety. The Kuominchun at Turngchow to the east of Peking are 
retiring before the Fengtien (Chang Tso-lin's fowes) in the direction 
of the YVankow Pass. 

April 16th: Peking was taken over by Fengtian troops from the 
Kuominchun. 

April 18th: Though evacuated by the Kuominchur, Peking is not yet 
occupied by leaders of the "Alliea" furces, though some troops of 
Chang Tso-lin have arrived. Part cf tre o1da Government is function- 
ing again and complicating the werkirg of the Committee of Public 
Safety. 

April 20th: Tuan Chi-jui, the Chinese Chief Executive, left Peking 
for Tientsin. 

April 2lst. Tuan Chi-jui arrived ir Tientsin and tne remaining 
members of the Cabinet are carryirg on the Government until the 
"Allied" leaders nominate a new Ministry. The Allies intend to 
exterminate the Bolshevists, after which Chang Tso-lin will, he says, 
retire to Manchuria. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
April 13th: Count Skrzynski, Polish Prime ifinister, arrived in 


ague on 2 return visit to uM. Benesh. 
April 14th: Count Skrzynski conferred with M. Benesh, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and with President Masaryk. 
April 21st; M. Benesh addressed a questionnaire on the subject of 
the GVerman-Soviet Treaty to the Locarno Powers. 























FRANCE. 

April Sth; ‘f. Malvy resigned his post of Minister of the Interior. 

e is to te succeied by M. Jean Durand, hitherto Minister of Agric- 
ulture. 
April 9th: Marshal Joffre has been appointed President of the National 
Committee which is to organise voluntary contributions to the sinking 
fund. 
April 12th: The Senate opened its discussion on the Budget for 1926. 
Aprij. 15%4: The franc reached 143.80. 
Apris _ eign? In spite of the improved financial situation (on material 
grounds alone) the franc continues to fall and reached 144.90. 
April 1/73n; The Senate concluded its discussion of the expenditure 
side or the Budget. 
April 19th: HM. Peret, Finance Minister, is poetponing his visit to 
London, as a settlement of the French debt to the United States will, 
it is honed, be reached shortly. 
April 20th: The franc fell to 147.60. The Budget was passed by the 
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GERMANY. 
April 13th; The German Government is about to conclude a new 
treaty with the Soviet Union, desigend to adapt the terms of the 
Treaty of Rapallo to the terms of the Locarno Treaty. 
April 18th: The Government has informed the signatories of the 
Locarno Treati‘es of its impending signature of a German-Soviet agree- 


April 24th: The German-Soviet Treaty was signed in Berlin. ment. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


April 9th: The King sent a message to Signor Mussolini regretting 
that an attemnt should have been made upon his life by a British 


subject. 
April 18th: Sir Austen Chamnberiain intimated to the German Govern- 


ment that the Mreign Office was not unfavourable to the proposed 
German-Soviet Treaty. 

















GREECE. 
Avril 9th: A small force of Greek troops mutinied at Salonika and 


seized Karaburun, but surrendered a few hours later. 

Aprii 12th: Sir ‘Bric Drummond, Secretary-General of the League of 
Nations, arrived in Athens and visited General Pangalos and IH. 
Rounhos, Foreign Minister. 

The returns in the vresidential election for the remaining 23 
districts which did not vote a week ago show a large majority for 
General Pangalos, whose election to the Presidency is therefore 
definite. 

Avril 18th: General Pangalos took the oath as President of the 
Greek Republic. He announced that he would continue to act as 
Prime “inister and have under him a Cabinet of affairs. 








HUNGARY. 
April 20th: The Marquis Pallavicini made an attack on Count Bethlen, 


Prime ‘iinister, in the National Assembly, accusing him of having 
previously known of the forgeries of the French bank-notes and 


having done nothing to prevent it. 
April 2lst: Count Bethlen replied in the National Assembly to the 


accusations made by the Marguis Fallavicini. 








ITALY. 
April 8th: Signor Mussolini left Rore for Tripoli. Enquiries 
continue into the circrvmstences of the attampt on his life. 

April llth: Signor Murss@ini lendeji at Triroli. 

April 12th: The Seventr Wilao International Samples Fair was opened. 
April 14th: Signor Mussolini left Tripoli for Homs. 

April 1l?th: Signor Mussélini returned to Rome. 

April 2ist: The birthday of Rome was celebrated. 











LEAGUE OF ATLONS 
April th: A letter from M. Chicherin announcing trat Russia would 
not take part in the Preparatory Disarmament Commission was publish- 


ed in Geneva. 
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LITEUANIA. 





April 22nd; H. Reinys, Foreign Minister, resigned and was temporar- 
ily succeded by HM. Bistras, Prime ‘tinister. After nis resignation, 
Me Reinys confirmed tiie reports previously current to tue effect that 
Lithuania nad been separately negotiating a guarantee pact with 
Soviet Russia. 





MOROCCO. 





POLAND 


April 9th: Me Peinlevé, Minister for ‘Yar, stated that Yrench, Spanish 
and Rifi delegations would shortly open negotiations for peace at 
Ujda on the Algerian frontier. 
April 10th: Senor Lopez Olivan, wiio is to be the crief Snanishdele- 

gate at the coming Conference at Ujda, arrived in Paris and conferred 
with M. Painleve, ‘iinister for War, and General Simon, the principal 
French delegate. 

April 12th: M. Briand conferred with M. Painlevée, M. Steeg ( French 
Resident-General in Morocco) and Me Ponsot ( one of the delegates to 

the Conference at Ujda) on the Moroccan situation. 
April 15th: Rifi delegates are on their way to Ujda. lie Briand 
received Senor Quinenes de Leon, the Spanish Ambassador. 
Aprait 16th: General Simon arrived in Ujaa. 
Anvil I i8th: French and Spanish delegates met the Rifis at Camp 
Bertaux, 70 miles west of Ujda. As a guarantee of the gocd faith 
of the Rifi representatives, the French ack thet their troops may 
be allowed to advance 5 miles on a 20-mile front. | k 
April 19th: The negctiations which opened at Camp Bert aux were sus- 
pended pending the return by aeroplane of one of the Rifi delegates 
who left to consult Abc-el-Krim on the question of whether he vill 
consent to go into exile. The French insist on this as a condition 
to the holding of the Conference. / 
April 20th: The Rifi delegate who left to consult Abd-el-Krim return- 
ed to Ujda, but left shortly afterwards to nut a further question | 
to Abd-el-Krin. | 
April 21st: M. Briand conferred with iM. Painlevé, 1°. Steeg and Senor 
Quinonee de Leon on the subject of the Rifi negotiations. 
Ivenchn and Snanish delegates returned to Ujde from ‘’aurirt 

after a further meeting with the Rifi delegates at which Ata-el- 
Krim's counter-prorosals were discussed. The discussion led to no 


solution. 

















cil 20th: See Rumania. 

tia _ <let: Count Skrzynski, Prime Minister, offered to resign in 
view of the withdrawal of the Socialists from the Cwualitionr. The 
recignation was not accepted by the Freeident, and the Cabinst are 
to continue in office, at least tempcrarily. 





s 


see 
fe 


RUMANTA. 
~ Aptil 20th: A Treaty of Guarantee between Rumania and Polard was 


published in Bukharest. It will remain in force for five years. 
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SPAIN. 
Avril 20th: The Freanco-Spanish Comnercial Treaty, signed in 1922, 
has been jenounced by the Snnnish Governuent as from Juiy 5th next, 
cowing to the trade balance between tie two ccuntries (ving 
increased too ranudly in Frence's favour. 





SYRIA. 
April 20th: The .trench are renorted to have again withdrawn from 


Nebk and Mej‘ieleesh«Sheme, after heavy casualties. The Druses 
aonear unimpressed by the »reparetions for a French advance into 


the Jebel Druse. 


TACNA-ARICA DISPUTE. 
Apr St: A naracde of 20,000 vneople was held in Valpsraiso in 


favour of 2 settlement of the Tacne-Arica dispute by the plebiscite 
called for in Mr. Coolidge's award. See United States. 





TURKEY. 
April 17t:: Sir Robert Lindsay, iritish Ambassador to Turkey, 


arrived in Angora. 
April 20th: Turkish rescrves for men of 27 years of age have been 
called up, and reserves for three gther classes are already under 


arms « 
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April Negotiations continue between the Soviet Governiient 

and Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Finland for the con- 

clusion of a Baltic Pact. 

April 20th: ‘the Red Trades Union International has annealed to the 
Amsterdan International to unite in efforts to helpv the British 


coal miners. 


UNITED STATES. 
April 10th: Negotiations are proceeding in Washington for the 
settlement of the Tacna-Arica dispute. The Government is anxious 


as to the nosition of its representatives in tre disputed areas, 

where feeling is runuing high. 

April 16th: The prospects of the Italian debt agreeiment passing the 

Senate were improved by several defections from the group of Senators 

who are nledged to refer the agreement back to the Finance Comnittee. 

The nosition with regard to the French debt remains as it was when 

M. Caillaux left the States. 

April 19th; The Gowernment sent a Note to the Secretary-General | 























of the League of Nations declining to take part in the proposed 
Conference to discuss the American reservations in regard to 
adherence to the World Court. 
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UNIT?) STATES. 





Anoril 21st: The Italian debt settlement was ratified in the Senate 
by 54 votes to 33. 

Anril 22nd: The ter:3 of tne Vrench vroposals for t.:e settiement 
of their debt to the United States are reported to ilave becn 
communicated to the United States Debt iswmding Comnission. 








YUGOSLAVIA. 








Avril 12th: Owing to the accusations made «gainst him by li. 
Raditch =t a public meeting, iie Krsta Miletitch, Minister for 
Com-unications, resigned his position in the new Cabinet. 

Avril 14th: The Prime -inister, if- Ouzounovitch, requested i:. 
Raditch ro resign fron the Cabinet for the sake of maintaining 
collaboration between tre Serbs and Croats. If. Raditch refused. 
Avril 15th: fi. Ouzounovitch tendered the resignation of thie 

wiole Cabinet to the King and immediately resumed office, after 
a slight reconstruction of the Cabinet iad taken pl«ce by which 
Me. Raditch is superceded vy Me. Trifunovitch. 
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IV. LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 





The Traffic in Arms and Munitions. 
One of tne apnointments made by the Council of the League of 


Nations at its March session was that of a Committee to study the 
question of the control of the private manufacture of arms, munitions 
and materials for war. A questionnaire has been drawn up for circul- 
ation to all Governments. 

Last year, it will be remembered, a Convention was drawn up by the 
League as a result of the Conference on the subject. This was signed 
by the Governments of Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
the United States of America and several other countries. Yet the 
traffic in arms still continues, as the wars in !iorocco and China prove. 

The reason is that none of the Powers has yet ratified the 
Convention. Each State fears to take the initiative, since the 
failure of one country to ratify might give that country the monopoly 
of the arms traffic. The only solution appears to be to press for 
simultaneous action on the part of all the Powers. This metter will 
probably occupy the attention of the League's Preparatory Comnission 
on Disarmament, at its anvroaching meeting. 





The Polish-Lithuanian Frontier. 
Of frontie disputes and rumours of frontier disputes between i 


Poland and Lithuania there seems no end. The Lithuanian Government 

has sent the Secretary-General of the League particulars of a fresh 

incident which took place on Wednesday, 14th April, near the little 

village of Trumpaliai. Apvarently a lieutenant in the Polish army, 

who crossed the frontier, was shot dead by one of the Lithuanian 
sentries. Fortunately, no hostilities apnear to be occurring as a 

result of the incident, and the Lithuanians announce that an enquiry : 
has been set on foot. | 

The Secretary-General of the League has forwarded the Lithuanian 
account of the affair to the Polish Government and also to the ten 


members of the League Council. 





League Documents Burned. 
The special League Commission which is conducting an investigation 


into Persia's production of the opium poppy has met with a mishap. 
Fire broke out in the houso where the members are staying at Shiraz, 
with the result that the documents relating to their tour have been 


destroyed. 





The I.L.0. as an Information Bureau. 
During 1925, 687 requests for information were received by the 


International Labour Office of the League of Nations, compared with 
505 in 1924 and 402 in 1923. Great Brttain was responsible for 
120 of the requests for information on labour and industrial matters. 





(By the courtesy of the League of Nations Union) 
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Ve BOOK REVIEWS. 





"Nisarmament” by Professor P.J. Noel Baker. The liogartn Press, 
London, pp. 352. Price 12/6 (To be published 
April 29th) . 





In his preface, Professor Baker says that "from the first page 
to the last no difficulty has been consciously avoided" and this 
sentence is an epitome of the whclebook. For not only are the 
major questions of the limitation of armaments by land and sea dis- 
cussed, but also the far more difficult questions of chemical warfare, 
the private manufacture of arms, the arms traffic, the abolition of 
submarines, tanks etc. Professor Baker has faced fearlessly the 
innumarable difficulties which beset the path to disarmament; he 
discusses thenfrankly, shows what has been attempted, what has been 
achieved, and, most important of all, what has yet to be done. And 
there is so much yet to be done. 

Nor is the scope of the book limited only to discussion of facts 
and hopes. Professor Baker offers practical suggestions about 
methods of disarmament, and there are few as well qualified to do so, 
few indeed who have been so intimately connected with the history of 
disarmament since it became a matter of practical modern politics. 

It is almost imvossible to do justice to so comprehensive a 
survey in a review necessarily restricted in length, but whasé wovld 
seen of particular interest at the moment are Professor Baker's 2oser- 
vations on the possible achievments of the League's Preparatory 
Disarmament Commission which meets for the first time on May 16th, 
and is discussed elsewhere in this issue of the Bulletin. The motto 
of this Commission, he says, might well be "first things first", and 
he warns them against the danger of attempting at their first meeting 
to make a rigid scheme, complete with scales and ratios. 

"But if they start cautiously, conscientiously, it might 
almost be said scientifically, with the study of the factors of 
military strength which they desire to limit; if, having settled 
on the factor, they next agree upon the methods by which each 
senarate factor can be controlled, if, witn that agreement, they 
draft a model skeleton treaty with 'x', 'y' and 'z' instead of 
figures; if after that - and only after that - they start dis- 
Cussion of ratios, of the strength which different countries 
ought to be allowed; then by this gradual process of constriction 
a disarmament treaty will slowly but certainly emerge." 

Upon Commission and general public alike he enjoins the exercise 
of great patience - "Great patience will undoubtedly be needed" - 
but patience, he believes, and even compromisy will be justified, 
by the hopes for which the present lavours of the League give ground. 

In a word, Professor Philip Baker, who is already the author of 
the classic work on the Geneva Protocol, has given us the first clear, 
practical and interesting work upon the great problem of disarmament. 
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"The World Court in 1925" pp.27. Price 6d. 





This parmhlet, issued by the Association for International 
Understanding, has been ‘esizned by the author, ‘r. J.W. Wheeler- 
Bennett Jr. to bring up to date his earlier book Information on the 
Permanent Court of international Justice." It is the first of the 
annuel supplements on the work of this body which the Association 
propose to publish. On each of the seven cases with which the Court 
had to deal. last year, a brief resume is given of the circuwnstances 
which led to the appeal to the Court, followed by the judgment pro- 
nounced. The valve of the pamphlet lies in the fact that, taken in 
conjunction with the parent volume, it provides a complete and up-to- 
date account of the activities of the Permanent Court. 


F.E elie 


VI. DOCUMENTS. 





The following documents have recently been received at the 
offices of the Association and are available for reference: 


1. Statement of the Agent-General for Reparation Payments of 
Receipts and Payments for the Second Annuity “ear of the 
Dawes Plan up to March Slst, 1926. 


2. The Egyntian-Italian Treaty of December, 1925 (Egyptian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 


3. The Financial Proposals of I. Doumer. December, 1925. 
4. The Financicl Proposals of if. Peret. April, 1926. 


(N.B. This compictes the set of *rench Financial ~ roposals 
covering the present crisis). 




















APRIL 26TH. 


APRIL 26TE. 
MAY SRD. 


MAY lOTH. 


MAY 1lOTH. 
VAY 14TH. 
MAY 17TH. 


MAY 18TH. 


MAY 19TH. 


MAY 26TH. 


VAY 27TH. 
NAY 31ST. 
MAY ? 

JUNE SRD. 
JUNE 7TH. 
JUNE 7TH. 
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VI. FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 





Prefaratory Committee for Economic 
Conference. 


Health Comuittee. 


Sub-Committee for Coastal and Port 
Signels. 


Committee on the Constitution of the 


Council. 
Passport Conference. 
Armenian Settlement Cummission. 


Meeting of Exrerts on Double 
Taxation and Fiscal Evasion. 


Preparatory Comnission for the 
Disarmament Conference. 


Permanent Advisory Commission on 
Military, Naval and Air Questions. 


Advisory Committee m Traffic in 
Opium ana other Dangerous Drugs. 


Interchange of Health Officers. 
Economic Comittee. 

Mixed Commission on Disarmament. 
Financial Comnittee. 

40th Session of the Council. 


Preparatory Comnittee on Economic 
Statistics. 











Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Paris. 


Geneva. 
Geneva. 


Paris. 


Genevae 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 
Denmark. 
Geneva. 
GEnevae 
Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 
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GERMANY AND RUSSIA 
BY 


EUROPA. 

















GERMANY AND RUSSIA 


by 


EUROPA. 


The question of German-Russian relations is at present 
occupying the time of foreign offices with writing editorials and 
national "points of view" for the official and semi-official press. 
And quite properly so, it is believed, for at the present moment - 
on the eve of a disarmament conference of new alignments such as 
between Poland and Roumania, France and Yugoslavia, and others - few 
questions can be more important than a German-Soviet rapprochement. 





A new treaty, it is stated, is about to be concluded. It 
will doubtless complete the framework of political relations between 
the two countries as laid down at Rapallo and the economic basis 
formulated in the commercial agreement signed October 12, 1925. 


The real basis of German-Russian relations to-day is the 
Rapallo treaty of April 16, 1922, a consequence of the ill-starred 
GencaCenference. It will be recalled that this Conference was held 
in the spring of 1922 in great part presumably to bring about a settle- 
ment with and assist in the economic recovery of Russia. But an 
impasse was reached almost as soon as the Conference began; the out- 
come was the downfall of the Briand Ministry. M. Poincaire, the new 





1. 
Diplomatic relations between Russia and Germany from the end of the 
war may be summarized as follows: 

A temporary agreement signed May 6, 1921, provided that 
the existing delegations of Germany and the U.S.S.R. in Berlin and 
Moscow, respectively, which had hitherto been concerned with the 
care of war prisoners, should be entrusted henceforth with the 
protection of the nationals of their respective countries. The 
Soviet Delegation in Berlin was recognised as being the only repre- 
sentation of the Russian State in Germany. The head of each repre- 
sentation was to enjoy the privileges of the head of the accredited 
missions. 

The foregoing agreement was superseded by a treaty signed 
April 16, 1922, in which the principles of the temporary agreement 
were extended and became final. This new treaty provided that 
"diplomatic and consular relations will be immediately resumed". 

Diplomatic relations were broken off temporarily follow- 
ing the entrance of the Berlin police into the headquarters of the 
Soviet Trade Delegation and the arrest of part of the numerous 
staff. By a protocol signed July 29, 1924, the incident was 
liquidated and diplomatic relations were resumed. 

















Be 


French foreign minister, refused to go to Genoa in person. 


The conduct of the negotiations convinced both the German 
and Soviet delegates that they had little to gain from the Conference. 
Seeing the division between France and Great Britain, it was only 
natural that they seized upon the occasion to settle their own diffi- 
culties. The Rapallo Treaty was the result. 


The Rapallo Treaty provided that the German and Soviet 
Governments should reciprocally renounce any indemnities for war 
expenses or damages resulting from the war, and the reimbursement of 
expenses on prisoners of war. Germany renounced the right to make any 
claims, on her own behalf or on beh:lf of German nationals, against 
the Moscow Government because of the confiscation of private property 
in Russia, this provided, however, that the Moscow Government should 
not satisfy such claims made by a third party. Diplematic relations 
were to be resumed immediately. Finally, economic relations were to 
regulated on the basis of most-favored-nation treatment. 


Two days after this treaty was signed, the nine Allied Powers 
sent a collective note of protest to the President of the German Dele- 
gation at Genoa, Chancellor Wirth. They had learned “with astonishment" 
that Germany had "concluded in secret a treaty with the Soviet Govern- 


ment." 


The German Chancellor, in a terse reply two days later, stated 
that an accord had been virtually reached several weeks before. Further, 
he was aware that certain Powers had been negotiating with the Soviets, 
naturally without any idea of looking after Germany's interest, s0 the 
German Government "found itself compelled to safeguard its interests ‘ 


directly.” 


It is true that the immediate signature and publication of 
the Rapallo Treaty came as a surprise, even to Mr. Lloyd George, who 
had a few days previously been earnestly negotiating privately with the 
Soviets. But it is doubtful whether even the worst informed foreign 
office could state that it knew nothing >1f the negotiations. Incident- | 
ally, at the proper time and the proper place, the documentary proof is 
likely to be published some day showing just what Mr. Lloyd George knew. 


After Rapallo, German-Russian political relations, as concerns 
third parties, moved smoothly. The two countries had many bases of 
mutual sympathy, few occasions for controversy. The first danger of a 
rift came on the eve of Germany's signature of the Locarno Pact. 


From the beginning Mr. Chicherin - and Russia as a unit - 
looked upon the security pact negotiations as an anti-Soviet alignment. 
Poland had been on the verge of a settlement with Russia; instead of 
carrying out this policy she hurried to cast her fate with the Western 
Powers at Locarno. Mr. Chicherin made o strenuous effort at Berlin, a 

















few days after his Warsaw visit, to keep Germany from following the 
policy of Poland; his efforts were to no avail. 


The Locarno Agreements at first appeared to dispel all 
danger of a Polish-Soviet or a German-Soviet rapprochement. Certain- 
ly all hope of a Polish-Soviet agreement passed once the British 
Foreign Office was determined to offer Poland a tempting bait in order 
to draw her intc the Western European ambit. But the new ship World 
Order as constructed at Locarno drifted upon the rocks at Gemeva last 
March in her attempt to take on another passenger named Germany. 

That passenger did nct get on board: neither did he fall into the 
water in trying to do so. As a matter of fact, after waiting for 
the ship to right itself, he has decided that it may be dangerous 

to embark on a leaky vessel unless a stretch of firm land, Russia, 


is within jumping distance. 





Oertainly Germany could not have had a better opportunity 
to resume good relations with Russia than the Geneva fiasco afforded 
her. She has given assurances that nothing in the treaty being 
negotiated with Russia is contrary to the Locarno agreements. That 
will little matter if again in September Germany fails to seoure a 
seat in the League of Nations. 


But the question of a treaty with Russia brings two 
important problems before the German Foreign Office: it must show 
that its signature of the Locarne agreemerts did not imply a hostile 
policy towards Russia; on the other hand it must give proof that 
its relations with Russia do not involve any hostility to the 
Locarno Pact, the League of Nations, and, in a very special way, 


with Great Britain. ; 


At the present moment Germany would certainly be the 
loser in a diplomatic conflict with the British Government. That 
Government, in great part through the encouragement of its rather 
anti=-French Ambassador in Rerlin, is directly responsible for 
various German diplomatic successes of the last few years. And 
when the question of Germany's entrance into the League, German 
Colonial demands, and a definit:ve conclusion of the as yet in- 
complete "Dawes Plan" come up for discussion, British support will 


again be useful. 


But a close alliance with Russia would inevitably disturb 
German-British relations - even if a Labour Government were in 
power. Above all, the Moscow Government is anti-RBritish, whether 
it be in the Far, Middle, or near East or on the Continent. Un- 
like the situation that prevailed before the war - even then the 
British Government and the British people were secretly, if not 
openly, regarded. by most Russians as the real enemy - there are 
no people in influential positions to change or even temper down 
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this anti-British pelicy. Whether Berlin so wills it or rot, the 
Moscow press will interpret a German-Russian alliance as a Soviet 
victory and a British defeat, just as it interpreted the Turkish- 
Soviet Treaty of last December. 


The question of ao German-Russian alliance in relation 
to the League of Nations and the Locarno agreements presents still 
further complications. It is bekieved that a Russian-German treaty 
will necessarily conflict with one or the other. Let us assume 
that a reciprocal neutrality agreement should be signed similar to 
the provision of the Turkish-Soviet Treaty. If Germany enters the 
League of Nations, a stipulation of this nature would be contrary 
to the apipit and the letter of the Covenant in general and of 
article 16° in particular. On the other hand, if a general politi- 
cal treaty is signed, relations with neighbouring states must enter 
in some form. The question will then arise as to whether Germany 
is not starting to ride two horses, named Locarno and Russia, going 
in opposite directions, just as the Tsar did on July 23, 1905, when he 
signed the Bjorko agreement with the Kaiser when at the same time 
he had an agreement with France. 


National Policies. 





The Press in the different countries affected by a German- 
Soviet alignment has reflected in most instances the natural policy 
of the different Governments. In the Little Entente states and 
Poland it naturally voices an extreme alarm. In France Le Temps 
and the other leading dailies have given long editorials to the 
meaning of such an alliance. It is generally stated that a Russo- ' 
German treaty can not be compatible with either the treaties or the 
"spirit" of Locarno. Incidentally, it may be noted that a primary : 
concern of the French press is the policy to be followed in this 
matter by the British Government. 





An unknown factor in such questions as are now agitating 
the Continent is naturally Mussolini's Government. His relations 
with Germany are uncertain, with Turkey - who would be affected by 
a German-Soviet entente - tense, and with the Western powers his 
relations are vague. It may be enquired if an article in the 
Tevere on April 16 does not represent Italian feeling. That article 





1. 
Germany has insisted from the beginning that in the event of her 
admission to the League this article can not be interpreted to 
mean that the armies of League powers will have the right to narch 
through her territory in the event of a war with Russia, a "non- 
member" of the League who nay some day cone into conflict with a 


"signatory state". 

















"It would be naive on the part of the Conservative Powers 
to figure that we shall be at their side, at least if they do not 
give us our place in the sun and if we do not have sonething nore 
conerete to conserve and defend than the evanescent principles 

of the European Civilization." Which, literally interpreted, means 
that the London Pact of 1915 and the St.Jean de Maurienne Agreenent 
of 1917 again constitute the keynote of Italian foreign policy. 


States 3; 


Finally, the Gernan press, seeningly less informed about 
the negotiations at the start than the British and French press, 
has insisted that the treaty will contain nothing contrary to the 
Locarno agreelents. Speaking at Stuttgart on April 18, Herr 
Stresenann stated that "if the treaties with Russia are concluded, 
they will be a natural conplement of the Locarno Agreenents and 
will express again the fundamental idea of German policy." 


Further, in the words of the Germania on April 15 
(evening), the treaty is inspired with no thought of hostility 
either to the West or to the East. At the sane time it must be 
renenbered that "the new Polish-Rounanian treaty, which is a 
dagger directed against Gernany, and the very strange attitude 
of the French delegate to the League of Nations, Paul Boncoour, in 
Poland recently dc not leave uuch to be seen of the fanous "Locarno 


spirit". 








